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Here’s Bobby Rahal’s 
Foreword:

Welcome to “Club Racing in North America”

People often find it difficult to understand or accept that after all 
the years and all the triumph and tribulation, I can still summon such 
great enthusiasm for amateur motorsport. It is easy for me, because it 
was through my father Mike, an SCCA racer in his own right, that my 
passion for motorsport grew.

I hold dear all the wonderful days I experienced with my father 
at circuits like IRP, Blackhawk Farms, Mid-Ohio, Elkhart Lake, and 
many others. From my role as go-fer to the heights of my professional 
auto-racing career, the successes in the early days of amateur racing 
rank among my fondest memories.

Club Racing to me is what it’s all about. Competitive to be sure, 
but it is the personal relationships that grow and evolve from that 
source that stay with a person forever. I met Bill Trueman in the 
paddock at Grattan one sunny day in July 1974, and the rest is history 
as they say.

I hope you enjoy this guide. Learn from it, but also recognize 
what makes Club Racing so special. Yes the cars are challenging and 
interesting, but it is the coming together of so many, from such 
different places, with so many different stories to tell, and yet with a 
common passion... SCCA Club Racing.

   Best of luck in all your racing endeavors,

  Bobby Rahal
  SCCA, Chicago Region

Bobby Rahal



So, you want to be in motorsports? Excellent! Ques-
tion is, what do you want to do? There are so many 
options to choose from and so much information 
needed in order to make a decision...  

For example, do you know what car you want to 
run and in which class?  Sure, there’s the rule book 
but what you really want is opinion and the “inside 
track”.

And what about all the volunteer worker options? A 
fully trained worker can work at professional races, 
from Formula One and CART to American Le Mans 
and GrandAm. But how do you get signed up and 
trained? And what kinds of things can workers do?

The good news is that all these questions and more 
are answered in a brand new book. Whatever you 
want to do in motor sports, that book is only a call 
or mouse click  away!

The Trackhead Introduction to Club Racing in 
North America is the complete introduction to all 
major aspects of road racing in the Sports Car Club 
of America. 

It includes info on all the major worker activities, 
such as flagging, timing and scoring, registration and 
marshalling, as well as details on each major SCCA 
class, from GT to Spec Miata. 

Crammed full of useful insight, facts, figures, driver 
quotes, and about 200 full color photographs, this 
book is a must-have for anyone new to the details 
of the sport. It also makes an ideal gift from those 
already active in the club to those who know little or 
nothing about the sport, including friends, relatives, 
co-workers, and even sponsors. 

Contact Trackhead Books online at: 

www.trackhead.com 
info@trackhead.com or (614) 668 3455

Wanna Race?!
As just a taster of what the book’s about, here’s a highly 
generalized field spotter’s guide to the major SCCA club 
racing classes. At over 200 pages long, the book is of 
course far more detailed than what follows!

Grand Touring (GT1-5)

Serious, purpose-built, tube frame race cars with loads of 
horsepower (600+ in GT1). Light, very fast and, as a gen-
eral rule, very expensive to build, develop and maintain.

Production (EP, FP, GP and HP)

Extensively developed sports cars, many of the older 
variety (British roadsters, for example). Production offers 
an ideal playground for those with an interest in these 
older cars and in car development. E Production now 
offers a home to more recent cars.

Showroom Stock, Touring and American Sedan

Late model street cars with generally no modifications 
except for safety gear. Showroom Stock includes many 
import sport/compact cars while Touring ups the ante in 
terms of power and cost of car. American Sedan is a little 
different from both of these classes and is the American 
muscle car class.

The Rough Guide
Improved Touring (IT)

IT is similar to Showroom Stock but for older cars. 
IT is where a lot of new racers start because costs are 
usually lower than other classes and there are plenty 
of cars to choose from. IT classes are Regional only, 
meaning that racers tend to stick to local tracks.

Sports Racer (SRF, CSR, DSR, S2000)
These are machines with enclosed wheels, sleek body 
work and an open cockpit. Spec Racer Ford (SRF) 
is one of the most popular classes in the SCCA and 
features tight racing between virtually identical race 
cars.

Formula
Single-seat, open wheeled race cars - just like you see 
in CART, IRL and F1 (well, we can all dream, can’t 
we?). Actually some the cars in SCCA club racing 
really are close to professional series and range from 
the mighty beasts of Formula Atlantic (FA) to the 
wildly popular Formula Vee (FV).

You Can Do It!


